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REPLY TO NOTICE OF NON- COMPLIANT AMENDMENT 



Sir: 

This is in reply to the December 20, 2007 Notice of 
Non-Compliant Amendment (the "Notice"). The Notice stated that 
the Amendment filed on October 11, 2007, which was filed with a 
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114 
and was responsive to the May 11, 2007 final Office Action, was 
non- compliant . 

In particular, the Examiner stated in the Notice that 
newly submitted amended independent claims 1, 46, and 91 are 
directed to an invention that is independent or distinct from 
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the invention originally claimed. Therefore the Examiner has 
withdrawn all of the pending claims from consideration as being 
directed to a non- elected invention and found the Reply to be 
non- responsive because no further action could be taken. 

While applicants disagree with the Examiner and 
maintain that the Amendment filed on October 11, 2007 was fully 
compliant, in order to advance prosecution, applicants hereby 
submit the following replacement amendments in which applicants 
amend the above- identified patent application and request 
reconsideration as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 3 of this 

Reply . 

Remarks begin on page 2 0 of this Reply. 
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